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This is an example of a case that has been overruled (negative treatment) on Shepard’s 
on LexisNexis.  The case is Watson v. City of Omaha, 312 N.W.2d 256 (Neb. 1981). 
 

1. The Shepard’s Summary provides a report of the case you are Shepardizing.   
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

Chastek Library 

SHEPARD’S ON LEXISNEXIS – 

EXAMPLE OF A CASE THAT HAS BEEN 

OVERRULED 
Research Guide 

The  red stop sign signal indicates 
there is negative TREATMENT or 
negative HISTORY.  This case has 
negative TREATMENT in that is has 
been OVERRULED.   

Shepard’s Summary provides information 
about the case you have Shepardized.   

The case you are Shepardizing is gray shaded.  
Note several things: 

 The parallel citation is given.   

 There is NO prior HISTORY.   

 There is NO subsequent HISTORY.   

Note the Focus Restrict By 
link.   

http://www.lexis.com/research/shepsignal?_m=3e38e6f07702af45a27fef32dfd87879&nSvc=sh&prevCase=Watson v. Omaha&prevCite=209 Neb. 835&wchp=dGLzVlz-zSkAV&_md5=9488c5be9e21eb740ed28da320766b65
http://www.lexis.com/research/shepsignal?_m=3e38e6f07702af45a27fef32dfd87879&nSvc=sh&prevCase=Watson v. Omaha&prevCite=209 Neb. 835&wchp=dGLzVlz-zSkAV&_md5=9488c5be9e21eb740ed28da320766b65
http://www.lexis.com/research/shepsignal?_m=3e38e6f07702af45a27fef32dfd87879&nSvc=sh&prevCase=Watson v. Omaha&prevCite=209 Neb. 835&wchp=dGLzVlz-zSkAV&_md5=9488c5be9e21eb740ed28da320766b65
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2. After providing HISTORY information, Shepard’s gives you TREATMENT 
information.   

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

  

312 N.W.2d 256 has been cited by 25 cases.  
Shepard’s first lists cases from that jurisdiction, 
then other jurisdictions.  Note the pinpoint citations 
to both official reporters and West’s regional 
reporters.   It also provides a citation to a Nebraska 
Attorney General Opinion.   

312 N.W.2d 256 was OVERRULED in 
2006 by Bronsen v. Dawes County, 272 
Neb. 320, 722 N.W.2d 17 (2006).   
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3. Shepard’s gives you cases from the same jurisdiction of the cited case as well 
as cases from different jurisdictions.   

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Following the list of cases from the same jurisdiction, 
different jurisdictions are listed.  Courts from 
Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, North Dakota, 
Pennsylvania, Texas and West Virginia have cited 
Watson.  Note that all of these cases cited Watson prior 
to it being overruled on September 29, 2006.  These 
courts were citing Watson when it was still “good law.”   
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4. Shepard’s also gives you statutes and secondary sources that have cited the 
case.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Statutes that have cited 312 
N.W.2d 256.   Secondary sources that have cited 312 

N.W.2d 256.  
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5. Shepard’s allows you to limit your results by using the Focus Restrict By 
feature.   
 
 

 
 
After clicking the Focus Restrict By link, Shepard’s allows you to focus your results by a 
number of different criteria:  

 Analysis – You can limit your results to cases that have treated your case in a 
positive, negative or neutral manner.   

 Jurisdiction   

 Headnotes – You can limit your results by the LexisNexis headnotes (find all 
cases that have cited headnote #1 or headnote #2).   

 Date – You can locate cases by a date or a range of dates.   
 Focus Terms – You can run a keyword search.   For example, I used the term 

“skateboards” to see if any of the cases, statutes or secondary sources that have 
cited 312 N.W.2d 256 include the term “skateboards.”   


