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There are several elements to a case citation. 

 

 Case name 

 Volume 

 Abbreviation for the reporter and series designation 

 Beginning page number of the opinion 

 Jurisdiction and court 

 Date 

 

These elements are labeled in the examples below: 

 

 

Menzel v. Morse,  362  N.W.2d  465  (Iowa  1985). 

 

                        case name                                     jurisdiction & date 

                                 volume          beginning page number 

      reporter & series 

 

Monty v. Peterson,  85  Wash.2d  956 ,  540 P.2d  1377  (1975). 

 

                                citation to official reporter       parallel citation to regional reporter 
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There are several elements to a basic statutory code citation.  Each state has its own statutory code and 

formats differ, consult Table T.1 of the Bluebook for each state.   

 Title or chapter 

 Abbreviation of the statutory code 

 Section  

 Publisher (if unofficial) 

 Date 

These elements are labeled in the examples below:  

 

18  U.S.C.   § 925 (2006). 

 

     title              section 

   abbreviation of statutory code      date 

 

 

21 U.S.C.A. § 853 (West 1999 & Supp. 2009).   

 

                                   publisher & supplement 

  abbreviation of annotated statutory code 

 

 

R.C.W.  19.108.010 (2008). 

 

  abbreviation of statutory code            section 

       chapter  

title                date 
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There are several elements to a legal periodical citation.  Consult Table T.13 of the Bluebook for 

abbreviations to legal periodicals.    

 Author 

 Title of the article 

 Volume 

 Abbreviation to legal periodical  

 Beginning page number of the article 

 Date 

 

These elements are labeled in the example below: 

 

Jack Van Doren, A Restatement of Jurisprudence: Why Not?,   44   Gonz. L. Rev.  159  (2009). 

 

                 author                               article title                              volume                             date 

         abbreviation of legal periodical  

                beginning page number 

 

 

 

 


