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Updating RCWA 31.04.035 on Classic Westlaw 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Updating a statute on Classic Westlaw is much easier than updating in print.  The first 
thing to look at is the currentness of the database on Classic Westlaw.  To determine 
this, click the link to Currentness on the top of the page.  This will tell you the last time 
the database was updated.  For this, the RCWA on Classic Westlaw is current with 2011 
legislation effective through Feb. 23, 2011.    
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The next thing to look at is the historical source note for the statutory section.  On 
Classic Westlaw, it is called the Credits field.  For RCWA 31.04.035, it was first passed 
into law in 1991 by Chapter 208 § 3 of the Laws of Washington.  It was amended in 2008 
by Chapter 78 § 2 of the Laws of Washington.  It was amended a second time in 2009 by 
Chapter 120 § 4 of the Laws of Washington.  It was amended a third time in 2010 by 
Chapter 35 § 2 of the Laws of Washington.  Note the effective dates.    
 

 
 

You can also KeyCite a statutory section on Classic Westlaw by clicking the History link in 
the KeyCite box to the left.  This shows all of the different versions of bills for the 2010 
amendment to RCWA 31.04.035.   
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Updating RCWA 31.04.035 on WestlawNext 
 

 
 

 
 
WestlawNext is similar to Classic Westlaw when updating a statutory section.  It has the 
Currentess link and the historical source note (Credits field).  KeyCiting a statutory 
section on WestlawNext looks different than Classic Westlaw.  It is more descriptive and 
straightforward.   
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Updating ARCW 31.04.035 on LexisNexis 
 

 
 

Updating a statute on LexisNexis is also much easier than updating in print.  The first 
thing to look at is the currentness of the source on LexisNexis.  LexisNexis is more 
straightforward in displaying currentness than Classic Westlaw or WestlawNext.  It is 
displayed by several asterisks.  For ARCW 31.04.035, the source on LexisNexis is current 
through the “2010 Regular and 2nd Special Sessions” and includes “Results of November 
2010 Election.”   
 
There was no 2nd Special Session of the Washington Legislature in 2010.  The 1st Special 
Session convened on March 15, 2010 and adjourned on April12, 2010.  There was some 
talk of a 2nd Special Session but it never materialized.    
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The next thing to look at is the historical source note for the statutory section.  On 
LexisNexis, it is called the History segment.  This contains the same information provide 
by Classic Westlaw and WestlawNext.   
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You can also Shepardize a statutory section on LexisNexis by clicking the Shepard’s link.  
It provides the History information.   If you click the Pending Litigation link, it will 
provide all of the different versions of bills for the 2010 amendment to ARCW 
31.04.035.   
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Updating RCW 31.04.035 on Washington Legislature’s Page 
 

 
 
 

 
 

You can retrieve a statutory section from the Washington Legislature’s website.  The 
RCW database at the Washington Legislature indicates that it was last updated on 
January 3, 2011.  It would be better if it indicated it was current through the 2010 
Regular Session and the 1st Special Session; however, we can assume it includes any 
legislation passed during those sessions.   
 
When RCW 31.04.035 is retrieved, the historical source note includes the 2010 
amendment.   
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This is a screen shot from June 2010.  It shows that there was a change in 2010 and it 
linked to Chapter 35 of the Laws of Washington.   
 
Why was this a link and not included in the historical source note?  I believe the 
effective date of the Chapter 35 was July 1, 2010 and this was a screen shot from June 
2010.   

 
  


