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This is an example of a case that has been reversed (negative history) on Classic Westlaw.  The 
case is Samara Bros., Inc. v. Wal-Mart Stores, Inc., 165 F.3d 120 (2d Cir. 1998).    
 

1. The Full History link in KeyCite discusses the HISTORY of 165 F.3d 120 and how it has 
progressed through the judicial process.   

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Chastek Library 

KEYCITE ON CLASSIC WESTLAW – 

EXAMPLE OF A CASE THAT HAS BEEN 

REVERSED 
Research Guide 

The red 
flag   
means that 
the case is 
no longer 
good law 
for at least 
one of the 
points of 
law it 
contains. 

This is the 
case you are 
KeyCiting, 
165 F.3d 
120.  It is 
gray shaded.   

Samara Bros. has PRIOR HISTORY: 969 F.Supp. 895, a United States 
District Court case from the Southern District of New York from 1997.   
Samara Bros. also has SUBSEQUENT HISTORY in that: (1) Cert. was 
Granted in Part by the Supreme Court at 528 U.S. 808 in 1999, and (2) 
it was Reversed by the Supreme Court at 529 U.S. 205 in 2000. This is 
why there is a red flag, the case has been REVERSED!   

Note the court 
documents that 
cite Samara Bros. 

http://web2.westlaw.com/KeyCite/Default.wl?CMD=KC&SerialNum=1997155828&HistoryType=N&AP=&fn=_top&rs=WLW6.09&mt=Westlaw&vr=2.0&sv=Split
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2. The Citing References section discusses TREATMENT; how Samara Bros. has been 
treated by different courts in different cases and how it has been cited in secondary 
sources.   

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Depth of 
Treatment 
stars. 

Samara Bros. has been 
cited in 387 documents 
(cases, secondary sources, 
and court documents). 

The purple quotation mark means that this case, 
Lee v. Coss, 201 F.3d 431 (2d Cir. 1999) directly 
quotes language from Samara Bros.   

Cases that have cited Samara Bros.   



February 2011 
- 3 - 

 

3. This continues the Citing References results, which contains more TREATMENT of 
Samara Bros. by different courts and how it has been cited by secondary sources.   

 
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

More case law treatment. 

Note the Results Plus 
materials.  These 
materials may not cite 
Samara Bros. but they 
may be relevant.   

Secondary sources that have cited 
Samara Bros. including A.L.R.s, legal 
encyclopedias, treatises, and legal 
periodicals.   
  

Note the Limit KeyCite Display 
button. 
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4. In the Citing References section, it states that 387 documents have cited Samara Bros.  
By using the Limit KeyCite Display button on the bottom left corner, you can organize, 
limit, and search through the documents.  You can limit by jurisdiction, date, 
document type, headnotes, and Depth of Treatment stars.  You can also search 
through the documents using keywords.    
 

 

 
 

 
You can limit the results by document type.  Document types are:  

 Cases 

 Secondary Sources 

 Administrative Materials 

 Court Documents 

 Specific Publication  
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5. You can limit results by headnotes:   

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Limit by relevant headnotes:  There are 20 
headnotes (with 24 different topics and 
key numbers).  You can narrow your 
results to cases with specific headnotes 
using the West Topic & Key Number 
System.   
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6. You can limit results by jurisdiction:  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are 3 cases from the 2d Circuit Court of 
Appeals, 2 cases from the U.S. District Court for 
the District of Connecticut, and 1 case from the 
Michigan Court of Appeals that cite Samara Bros.     Limit the Citing References 

by jurisdiction.   
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7. You can limit results by Depth of Treatment stars and/or by running a keyword search 
using the Locate feature. 
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8. Results after using the Limit KeyCite Display.   
 

 

 
 
 
The Limit KeyCite Display function allows you to: 
 

 Exclude certain types of documents (e.g. secondary sources, court documents, etc.) 

 Limit your results by: 
o Jurisdiction 
o Date 
o Depth of Treatment stars 
o West headnotes (using Topics & Key Numbers) 

 Locate specific words in the documents 
 
 

Limited to 100 of 387 documents  


